[Prenatal diagnosis of adenomatoid malformation of the lung. 5 cases and review of the literature].
The authors report five cases of adenomatoid malformation of the lung (AML) diagnosed in the antenatal period. Since 1977, when Stocker et al. published their classification of these malformations into three anatomical types, the ultrasonographic features have been well systematized, thereby enabling treatment to be modified according to the AML type. Type I and II have a good prognosis (about 20% of neonatal deaths) and only require close supervision. Thoracocentesis may be necessary in case of significant anasarca or hydramnios. The progression and prognosis of type III AML are very bad, since a favorable course is observed in only 10% of the foetuses. Intrauterine surgery has already been successfully attempted in on case and might modify the situation. Most authors are in favour of therapeutic abortion when signs of bad prognosis are present.